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As the question is the same for imperial and state laws,
the remark would seem to imply a change of opinion on
the part of the court. It is not at all likely, however,
that the Reichsgericht will have the courage of its con-
victions, and venture to disregard statutes passed by
the legislature of the Empire.

Even in a federal system such a power could be
effectively used only where the central government was
exceedingly weak,1 or where the authority of the courts
had been raised to a pitch like that which it has ac-
quired in Anglo-Saxon countries from the prolonged
judicial centralization of England. It would, indeed,
seem absurd to draw a distinction between public and
private law, as is commonly done in Germany, and deny
to the courts the right to consider the legality of an
administrative ordinance on the ground that it falls
into the province of public law, and at the same time
give them power to pass on the validity of a statute
enacted by the legislature.

To sum up what has been said, the German Empire
Character of *s a federal government of a peculiar type, in
frieraig^ which legislative centralization is combined
tom'           with administrative decentralization. The

centre of gravity is to be found in the body repre-
senting the governments of the several States, and
here Prussia has a controlling influence, and a veto
on the most important matters. In fact, the Con-
federation is not a union of States with equal rights,
but rather an association of privileged members, so

1 That the courts cannot exercise such a power in a centralized State,
see the writer's Essays on Government, pp. 40-45.